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Foreword
Welcome to Clan Forsyth Sydney Branch.
Clan Forsyth has had an official presence in Australia since the 1970s, although there were informal Associations of Forsyths prior to that. 

The trigger for a more formally constituted Clan Society in Australia was the reformation of the Forsyth Clan in Scotland, after several centuries of absence from the official Clan lists of Scotland.  All Scottish Clan records had been lost at sea in the mid1600s and every Clan had to reapply to the Lord Lyon of Scotland to have their Clan officially recognized.   The Forsyths for some unknown reason failed to do this, and so from 1676 until 1979 were regarded as a sept of other Clans, including the Lamonts.

Alisdair Forsyth of that Ilk, an Englishman of Scottish heritage, and a wealthy business man, purchased Ethie castle near Arbroath in Scotland and set about applying for the Clan Forsyth to again be officially recognized by the Lord Lion.  At a ceremony at Falkland Castle in Scotland in   March 1979, Alisdair was officially installed as the new Clan Forsyth Chief.  He is still the Clan Chief in 2016, and while he no longer owns nor lives at Ethie Castle, he spent some of the more recent years of his life living in Australia, but now resides in France.
At the time of the reconstitution of the Forsyth Clan, the Chief appointed Commissioners in a number of countries around the world, including the USA, Canada, New Zealand and Australia, to act as focal point for communications between the Clan communities.

The second Commissioner in Australia was Leslie Forsyth, who had been instrumental in the re-establishment of the Clan Forsyth in Sydney, and communications between Clan communities in Australia and the UK.   Les was responsible for assembling details of early Forsyth histories in Sydney, especially those of the Forsyths involved in the tanning industry on Sydney’s north shore, and for the re-birth of the Clan in Australia.
As well as the considerable genealogical information assembled by Les, the Clan has also obtained articles published by the Clan Forsyth Society in Scotland, a number of them written by the Chief.  These articles provide information about the origins and early history of Forsyths in the UK.  Les assembled this information into what became known as ‘the blue book’ which was usually provided to new members of the Sydney Branch of Clan Forsyth.  

It is now over thirty years since the blue book was written.  With information available on the internet and from the explosion in genealogical research, there is now a mass of information available to people on line, in family history web sites and at local libraries.  Thus there is less need to provide detailed information in printed form to new members.   However this document provides some basic introductory information, and directs new members to the Clan website and other sources of material should they wish to investigate their particular Forsyth heritage.  
Sydney Committee.

February 2016
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Reconstitution of Clan Forsyth in the UK
Below is a time line of the process in re-establishing the Clan Forsyth as a recognized Scottish Clan after 400 years.
1977

THE CLAN SOCIETY RE-CONSTITUTED IN THE UK  1977
It took forty years for the defunct Forsyth Association, first formed in 1915, to re-constitute itself and re-establish as the Clan Forsyth Society.  The occasion was on the eve of the International Gathering of the Clans held in May 1977 when eighty three Forsyths from all over the United Kingdom, U.S.A, and Canada met in the North British Hotel, Edinburgh on 30th April 1977, to amend and approve a constitution and elect office-bearers.  The evening was enhanced by piping and dancing demonstrations, and concluded with a fork supper.  The elected Committee proposed that the AGM will be made the big annual event for the Society, supplemented by other social gatherings from time to time.  It was agreed that a Newsletter would be produced and the Society would encourage the exchange between member families in Scotland and elsewhere to help foster and cement the goodwill and feeling of kinship.
1978
HISTORY IN THE MAKING – from a newsletter at the time
Scottish chiefs' coats-of-arms came and still come under the strictest heraldic jurisdiction in the world: the Court of the Lord Lyon King of Arms.  The Scottish point of view is that if people think heraldry is bunk, they are not forced to have a coat-of-arms.  But if they think it is rather fun, they should not want nor are they allowed to assume a bogus coat-of-arms which may infringe somebody else's rights and anyway make a nonsense of the whole system.  Only a chief may use the basic coat-of-arms of the clan or Name.  Scottish chiefs are also allowed hereditary heraldic 'supporters', which in England are only accorded to peers.
Following their election in 1977, the Committee of the Clan Society pledged themselves to restore recognition and dignity to the name of Forsyth.  Many of our members had complained that historic Forsyth lands are not shown on Clan Maps, our name, when recorded at all in the various publications is shown as a sept of one clan or another.  The committee discovered that Lyon Office records indicate that there had been a Chief of the Name in the middle of the 16th Century which meant that at that time there had been a recognised Clan or Family organisation of the name Forsyth.
A sub-committee of five members was set up to investigate the whole question and they had a meeting with Major David Maitland-Titterton, Ormond Pursuivant at the office of the Lord Lyon King of Arms.
At the meeting the sub-committee was advised of the historical background and that the Clan Forsyth is not legally recognised by the Crown.  During the period that Oliver Cromwell and the English Parliamentarian Troops occupied Southern Scotland many of the Lord Lyon's records were lost or destroyed.  On his restoration King Charles II commissioned the Lord Lyon to gather together the lost threads by establishing a new Public Register of all Arms in Scotland which continues in its fifty seventh volume today.  In 1672 the Lyon invited all armigerous men, i.e.  those having a registered lineage and bearing arms, to re-register in the new armorial.  As this process was at some cost, the registrations proceeded slowly so that the initial period of re-registration was held over for four years until 1676.  It was during this period that the Chief of the Forsyth's failed to register and there has been no registration of the Chief since, resulting in a situation where the Clan is not legally in existence.
In 1915 the Forsyth Association was formed, creating an organisation which could act to correct the position.  Although nothing was in fact done, the reconvening of the Association as a Clan Society in 1977 presented the opportunity again to regularise the position of our family.  The Lord Lyon intimated that he was prepared to receive a petition from the Society, acting as the Clan voice, requesting recognition once again of the Forsyths as a Clan in their own right.
Recognition of a Clan, however, involved the recognition of one, either man or woman, to be the hereditary Chief, for the deed by which the Clan is recognised is the armorial confirmation establishing the arms of the head of the Clan and constituting the banner and standard to be followed and the badge worn by the clansmen of the Chief, as members of a noble incorporation.
Whilst it is possible for the rightful Chief, by proving true descent, to claim his inheritance, the lapse of some 400 years and the difficulty of searching through largely unindexed records would result in holding up the legalisation of the Clan whilst exhaustive investigations were made.  Such investigations might, in the end, prove abortive.  Accordingly the Lyon Court have recommended the adoption of an ancient procedure used for appointing a new Clan Chief when the position falls vacant and the question of inheritance is in doubt.
Advised by the Officer of Arms, the committee proposed to con​stitute a body known as an ‘ad hoc Gilfine’, together with the armigerous and landed men of the Clan.  Within the ancient Clan structure a Gilfine was the term applied to a group within a Clan.  It was a unit that had its own Chieftain and managed its own affairs but together with other Gilfines it constituted the true family commune.  It was proposed that the ad hoc Gilfine would take powers to present a single nominee for the position of Clan Chief of the Forsyths and in order that they may be able to select, with the aid of the Lord Lyon, a suitable candidate, it was proposed to receive applications from any member of the Clan who felt able to undertake the duties required of this position.
As the selection procedures to be adopted were elective and not hereditary, it was proposed to indicate the basis on which the selection is most likely to be made.  The successful candidate was required, as a precondition by the Lord Lyon, to be resident in Scotland.  He or she would probably be over the age of thirty years.  Evidence was sought of a successor to inherit the title and proof to the Lord Lyon's satisfaction of a lineage to before 1700 was required.  Whilst these conditions first had to be satisfied, the candidates had to be keenly interested in fostering the aims of the Clan Society and prepared to travel overseas to meet other members of the Clan.  The new Chief would be invited to join the Standing Council of Scottish Chiefs and required to act in the Clan's interests on that body.
Once the basic conditions had been met, the ad hoc Gilfine consulted with the Officers of the Lyon Office and selected a single nominee on the basis of merit, advising all contenders of the outcome.  The Lord Lyon acts as judge and his decision is absolutely final.
The procedures adopted had an ancient historical basis and it was important for our family that matter be conducted with the utmost dignity.  Our kinfolk overseas may have felt a sense of disappointment that a residential qualification is considered necessary but nevertheless they with all other members of the family will, in due course be invited to sign a petition of endorsement for the successful nominee and in this way would take part in the procedures.
However, once formally appointed it was anticipated that our Clan Chief will follow accepted practice and appoint Commissioners to act on his behalf overseas.  These Commissioners will receive a Warrant of Authority and have a recognised role acting in place of the Chief in the territory for which they hold their commission.
The selection of a new Chief is a matter of great historic moment and everybody looked forward to the time when our Clan and Name will take its rightful place once again.
1979
IN FROM THE WILDERNESS

INAUGURATION OF CLAN CHIEF AT FALKLAND PALACE

St Patrick’s Day 1979 was a memorable one for the Clan Forsyth as the day it was once more admitted by the Lord Lyon King of Arms, acting in Her Majesty's Name, as one of the recognised Clans of Scotland.  The obligation remained on us all, not only to celebrate the day in years to come but also to determine that so long as records may continue the Clan will never be 'broken' again.
The choice of Falkland was made on evidence that not only had the new Chief's family been resident there as Lairds at the end of the 16th century but also that scant records show that a family of Forsyth, believed to be the ancient chiefly line, had been associated with the Royal House of Stewart and Falkland Palace since the end of the 14th century.
The ceremony to be followed in inaugurating the Chief is based on ancient usage but the Clan was indebted to officers of the Lyon Court in advising on a modernised version of a ceremony, whose roots are founded in the Coronation procedures of the early Scottish Kings.
At Falkland Palace in Fife, on a wild snowy St Patrick's Day, 17th March 1979, nearly 200 people pledged loyalty, on behalf of the thousands of Forsyths all over the world, to Alistair Charles William Forsyth of that Ilk, J.P., of Ethie Castle in Angus, and saw him inaugurated as Chief of the Clan.
The ceremony, dignified but simple, was based on the Coronation procedures of the early Scottish Kings.  In the beautiful and historic Chapel Royal at Falkland, which dates from the 15th century and where Kings and Queens of Scotland once worshipped, clansmen, women and children including some from Australia, Canada and the United States, rose to their feet as the chief-elect was led in in solemn procession.  First came the Cross, borne by Lt.  Col.  Brian Forsyth, R.A., and then a choir of the Renaissance Singers from the University of St Andrews, with the officiating clergy, Father Michael Carey, Chaplain to the Chapel Royal, and the Rev.  James Forsyth, minister of the Church of Scotland at Fortrose and Rosemarkie with Avoch, in Easter Ross.
Then followed five representatives of the Gilfine or committee who petitioned the Crown for recognition of the chief - Alex C.  Forsyth, chairman and president of the Clan Society; Claude Cumming Forsyth, O.B.E., vice-president; William Forsyth, vice-president, who carried the Clan Banner; Miss Kathleen Forsyth, secretary of the clan society, and Thomas R.  Forsyth, member of the clan society committee.  Immediately preceding the chief as his attendants walked two of his four sons, Charles A.  Forsyth and Alistair J.  M.  Forsyth.
The chief's Seal and Banner, gifts from Forsyths in America and Australia, were laid near the altar which was decorated with flowers, gifts by members of Clan Forsyth in London, and after a welcome by Fr.  Carey, the Rev.  James Forsyth began the ceremony of Inauguration.  After prayers for the chief and the clan, there was appropriate music from the Renaissance Singers and a Bible Reading by Lt-Col. John Forsyth.  An address on the family character of the clan was then given by Lt-Col. Brian Forsyth, in which he said:
“ The family motto of the Forsyth clan is "Instaurator Ruinae" meaning, loosely, "Let us rise from the ruins".  It seems to me that this is a particularly apt motto because are we not all constantly rising from some catastrophe minor or major in our family lives and our endeavours?  And today we are rising from the ruins of a scattered clan and uniting again after more than 300 years under a recognised chief.  We are again becoming a family.

“ We are gathered in this lovely chapel, our family chapel, to do honour to our family name and in particular to our chief Alistair who will represent this name.  Many of you will recall a phrase which he used when describing himself at our Annual General Meet​ing in Stirling as "A first amongst equals", a phrase which in my mind sums up the modest and honourable nature of the gentleman who is about to be inaugurated as chief.

“ It may be that some are thinking it odd that a chap with a very English voice is giving this address in the heart of our Scottish home country, and I must confess that I thought it odd myself to have been so invited.  I hold no office.  I do not live in Scotland.  But on deeper thought I realised that the fact nicely illustrates the family nature of this gathering.

“ It could equally well have been given by cousin Tom from Florida, cousin Arthur from Sydney, Andrew from New Zealand, Edward from Canada or cousin Alex our President, all of whom have very different accents from mine.  The point is that, no matter what our backgrounds, our accents and our appearance, we are all Forsyths, all members of a family claiming a common forebear in Robert Forsyth in the thirteenth century.  We are all cousins by blood, the closet tie of all.

“ The word family implies togetherness, a sharing of common interests, of interest in each other.  Are we not here to do just that? A family shares its joys and sorrows.  A family gives support and guidance to its members, normally through its Head and I am sure that this will continue to be forthcoming through our new Chief.  A family is compassionate, and how aptly this is exemplified by dear cousin Ann's scheme to sponsor children with the Forsyth name, and eventually to broaden the scope to include aged members of the family.  A family takes pride in its successful members.  Are we not proud to number a world champion in our ranks who is here today and to know that a New Zealand Forsyth won the Victoria Cross in World War One.

“ A family has fun together.  We have already experienced some wonderful gatherings in Edinburgh, Stirling, London and throughout the world where Clan Forsyth Societies have been formed.  These in effect from families within the family.  Marvellous.  This is Life.   Our family even has a world recognised uniform, our beautiful tartan which even looks reasonable on fellows like me blessed with the nobbliest knees in Christendom.  
“ A family stays together.  Let us hope that so long as records continue the Clan will never be broken again.  And we should not forget, above all, that a family prays together, as we are doing here today.  I have enlarged at some length on some of the factors character​istic of families.  I have done this deliberately because I can't help reflecting that they are marked in contrast to fashion​able trends in the world at large.  Malign influences are deliberately seeking to break family ties, to ridicule family virtues and as far as I can judge are succeeding.  By drawing closer together we are swimming against the tide.  Long may we continue to do so, and may our endeavours succeed.

“ Cousins, in the presence of a distinguished gathering we are about to witness a sacred and memorable ceremony whose roots are founded in the coronation procedures of the early Scottish kings.  We take particular pride in our ancient Scottish lineage no matter how far we are scattered across the Earth, and I know that I speak for you all in reflecting that the honour being conferred on our cousin Alistair is one conferred indirectly on all who bear the proud and ancient name of Forsyth.” 
In the most solemn part of the ceremony, the Rev. James Forsyth formally presented the Chief to those assembled, who replied: "God bless our Chief and us for his cause." A Herald of the Lyon Court presented the Letters Patent from the Lord Lyon King of Arms, Her Majesty's Supreme Officer of Honour "confirming to Alistair Charles William Forsyth of that Ilk the ensigns armorial of the Clan Forsyth."  As clan secretary Miss Kathleen Forsyth read an excerpt of the Letter Patent, the company replied "God Bless the Chief and our Clan." The Chief's Banner and Seal were blessed and accepted by him as token of the chieftainship, and passed by him to his attendants.
And then came the moment of the chiefly Oath.  As the Rev. James Forsyth asked: "Do you Alistair Charles William Forsyth of that Ilk promise to uphold the honour and dignity of the name of Forsyth, to diligently represent the best interests of the Clan and its members according to your conscience?" the Chief answered "I promise so to do with God and the Clan as my wit​ness." Then it was the turn of the clans people to take their oath: "Do you members of the Clan Forsyth here assembled in this ancient place and in the sight of God swear to maintain and defend the honour of your Clan and its Chief, to live in charity with your kinsmen, assisting them to the best of your ability whenever called upon to do so?" to which all replied: "As I would wish the Lord God in my need to help me so will I support my chief and my Clan."
The ceremony ended with the Chief reading a Loyal Address which the Queen had agreed to receive from the clan.  Afterwards the Chief, his family and his clansfolk drove to Fernie Castle, a 16th century building which is now a hotel, for a reception and lunch, followed by a short entertainment by some of the youngest Forsyths.
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Scotland and UK Historical background
Reproduced below are some articles from the Scottish and UK magazines, including a number by the Chief himself.  Some date from 20 or 30 years ago, while others are more recent, including information about DNA tracing.  In some cases, earlier articles contain information which may have been revised by more recent research, but are included to demonstrate where earlier theories and views have originated.
THE FORSYTHS: EARLY GENERATIONS 
by the Chief

Some years ago, the possibilities of the "French Connection" were examined to ascertain if it were possible to verify a spoken tradition that the origins of the Forsyth family were to be found in Aquitaine.  If evidence for and against proved to be inconclusive, nevertheless it was possible to establish from an armorial seal in possession of the British Museum, London, that Robert de Fauside may correctly be regarded as the founder of the Clan and Family and Forsyth.

A few months after the signing of the Ragman Roll in 1296, the Scots again rebelled against Edward I; this time William Wallace was the centre of national resistance.  Robert, under solemn oath not to take up arms against the English King, did not apparently join the Scottish army, whilst Osbert his son was too young to take part though no doubt in common with other young men was stirred by the events of his impressionable years During the closing months of the 13th century and for some time in the 14th century Edward 1's armies ravaged Scotland with such ferocity that they drove the Norman-descended families to rally to -the cause of Robert de Brus, grandson of the competitor Osbert, born about 1286, had entered the Bruce's service whilst still a young man and was undoubtedly present at the Coronation at Scone on Palm Sunday in 1306, the very year that he had received a grant of part of the lands of Sauchie in Sterlingshire, close to what would become the field of Bannockburn a few years later.  Osbert's charter, which was later ratified and confirmed at the famous Assembly of Arbroath in 1320, described Osbert as "Serventi nostro" (our servant), indicating his position as a member of the Royal household.

Osbert was very much part of the historical events of the next few years, the defeat of the Scots army by the English at Methven only a month after the new King's coronation, his flight to Rathlin island whence, inspired by the legendary spider, Bruce returned and reassembled his army.  Many battles and skirmishes took place over the next seven years as the Scots recovered the Kingdom with a final victory at Bannockburn on 24th June 1314.

It is reasonable to suppose that Osbert's wife, of whom we have no information, would be the daughter to another member of the King's household.  Osbert was married about 1315 with his wife settled in her own domestic situation, a simple tower house at Sauchie.  In earliest times the castle of Stirling, guarding a vital crossing on the river Forth, stood as a wooden palisade upon the huge rocky outcrop.  In 1287 the rebuilding of the castle in stone was begun and it became an occasional resi​dence for the Royal family, providing opportunity for fre​quent visits home for Osbert, as the King's court based it​self between Stirling and Perth.  Osbert's sons William and Thomas were probably born about 1316 and 1317 respectively.

By the Treaty of Northampton 1328 England acknowledged the sovereign status of Scotland and so when "Good King Robert", a hero to his people died the following year, it was with the knowledge that his efforts to establish the independent king​dom had been successful.
King Robert I was succeeded by his son David (born to his second wife Elisabeth de Burgh), who was still only a child of five years old.
Osbert and his sons, William a member of the household, Robert pursuing a military career would have fought for Scotland in 1332 at Dupplin Moor near Perth against the attempt to re​establish Edward Balliol and again in 1333 at Halidon Hill near Berwick when Edward III defeated the Scots.  About this time Robert Stewart had begun to be recognised as a military commander and it seems likely that it was during this period that the young William and Thomas, who were of the same age, would have known the future founder of the Royal House of Stewart, one day to become King Robert II.
In 1336 William married Marjorie Fleming, the daughter of two courtiers.  Marjorie's father Malcolm had been personal esquire to King Robert I and Steward in the King's household; he was created 1st Earl of Wigtoun in 1341.  Marjorie's mother, also called Marjorie, was nurse to David II.  This was evidently an important match for the young William and the King granted to the newly married couple the Mill and lands at Tulligart in Clackmannanshire.  By 1367 they had acquired the whole barony.  William and Marjorie had a son and heir, Robert, who followed his father into the King's service, David II in about 1351 and in 1364 he was appointed the King's Macer and in 1368 Constable and Keeper of the important Royal Castle of Stirling which as in previous times had become a centre of the household and seat of Government.  During the two years of Robert's office as Constable, for he died in 1370, the work of extending and strengthening Stirling Castle continued; much of the Castle he knew has been replaced by 16th century structures though the area known as the Mint dates from his time.
William's younger brother Thomas, who had enrolled in the army, received a grant of lands from the King of Powis and Craigs in the carse of Stirling in 1339, a grant in which he is described as "Milites".  Whilst no record has been found of Thomas's wife, he had two sons.  Robert in 1364 became Custumar of Stirling, with the duty of collecting and rendering customs dues to the Crown.  He received a grant of land on the banks of the Forth called Polmaise Marischal in 1372.

Malcolm, Thomas's second son became a burgess of Stirling in 1380 and as a wine merchant undertook procurement for the Royal household.
Although we have examined the descendants of Robert and his son Osbert in the 14th century, there was at this time a promi​nent family branch emerging in Edinburgh.  More research is required for the first name so far recorded is William, a bailie of Edinburgh in 1365.  Heraldry confirms that the families of Stirling and Edinburgh are descended from a common root and it seems likely therefore that Osbert had a younger brother William who was the father of the future Edinburgh magistrate.
SOME EARLY HISTORY

The theory of the descent of the Forsyths from the Viscomtes de Fronsoc in Aquitane derived from the fact that David Forsyth of Dykes in 1488 was using a seal, described by Stoddart as a "fess between three cross crosslets fitchee and charged with as many lozengas".  David Forsyth claimed this as the arms of his ancient ancestors, the arms of the Viscomtes dc Frensoc.
The ancient house of Fronsoc, whose territory is situated on the River Dordogne in Aquitaine, south-east of Bordeaux, was founded by tradition in 768 with the building of a castle there by a man called Forsach who was descended from the Scandinavian Forsete the Just.  From those roots are said to have evolved the family of de Fronsoc and the crosslets fitchee were adopted

by them as a family that had partaken in the Crusades.  Nisbet tells us that the cross became a new figure used on arms after the commencement of the First Crusade in 1096.  Those Knights who undertook the Crusades received their crosses made of cloth, which they sewed to their garments, from the hands of bishops or priests.  In order the better to determine their different nationalities, many different forms of cross were adopted and the cross crosslet fitchee was particular to France.
The Library of the Order of St.  John of Jerusalem in Edinburgh records the Viscomte de Fronsoc crusading in Spain at the beginning of the thirteenth century.  King Alfonso III of Spain was being driven northwards by a relentless Moorish attack.  The Christian Spaniards had lost the City of Calatrava in 1198 and after a desperate and bloody three-month siege the fortress of Salvatierra fell to the Moors in September 1211.  The loss of Salvatierra opened up Southern France to risk of invasion and therefore united the French and Spanish Christian princes against the Moslem menace.  Pope Innocent III urged the Knights of France to participate in a Holy Crusade to defend Christian Spain.  It is recorded that Viscomte de Fronsoc joined the Crusading army that recovered Calatrava and many other castles by inflicting a resounding defeat over the infidels at the battle of Las Navas de Tolosa on 16th July 1214.
It was this Crusader's son who in 1236 accompanied Elanor de Provence to London for her marriage to King Henry III of England who was also Duke of Normandy and Aquitaine and thus the Superior of Fronsoc.  Rymers Foedera records de Fronsoc in the English court from 1236 to 1246, after which time tradition states he made his way to Northumberland and thence to Peebles​shire where he took a grant of land.
No longer associated with his French fief, de Fronsoc's son resumed the family name which had now become spelt Fersith and William de Fersith signed the Oath of Fealty to Edward I at Berwick in 1296, which has become known as the Ragman Roll.

THE FORSYTHS - THE FRENCH CONNECTION 
By the Chief

The origins of the family of Forsyth are still very uncertain.  There is a spoken tradition that relates the family's birth​place to Fronsac, a fortress on the Dordogne River in the ancient Dukedom of Aquitaine.

A late 19th Century publication by Fredrick Forsyth of Canada instanced the translation of Froissarts Chronicles from the French by Thomas Johnnes the Historian in which Fronsac's local name in 14th Century was recorded as "Forsath".  Froissart was himself a 14th Century historian and chronicler who travelled to Scotland, England and in Europe writing about events and families.
In an effort to give validity to the "French Connection" research has been able to establish that the ancient and distinguished family of De Fronsac did on several occasions stay at the English Court in London.  Under a bitter argument lasting over some ten years between William the last Viscounte and Edward I of England which dispute was finally adjudicated by the French King in 1285, the family of Fronsac were dis​possessed of their Castle, paid compensation in gold by the English King and apparently vanished from France and recorded history, leaving their fortress home in possession of an English garrison.
Heraldry being a pure science can often provide a clue; the blazon on the arms of De Fronsac was "Argent three demi pales azure".  The pale or pile was a heraldic stake depicting the wooden pallisades that surrounded the defensive mediaeval fortress and often signified the bearer's jurisdiction over such a place.  Unfortunately the crest which would have been the vital link has not yet been determined.  A griffin would have made possibility into probability.  The basic colours of the blazon blue (Azure) and silver (Argent) are those of Forsyth and it is conceivable that had De Fronsac come to Scotland in 13th Century as might be suggested, he would have found that his blazon was identical or similar to another family within the jurisdiction of Scotland whose heraldic matters even in those far off days were regulated by a Lord Lyon.
Unfortunately, nothing that has yet been discovered can confirm De Fronsac as the forebear of the Forsyths; likewise nothing has yet been revealed that indicates the untruth of the story.  No doubt there will be more research carried out and it is possible that a seal bearing the crest can be found in France or even in English records.  Till then, however, the Forsyths are better to regard August 1296 as the first positive date in which a Forsyth or De Fauside as the family was then called, was recorded.
The circumstances surrounding the defeat of the Scottish Army under John de Baliol at Dunbar in 1294 by Edward I of England make most interesting reading and can be found in the history books.  King Edward, having subdued the Scottish opposition, removed the Stone of Destiny to Westminister, sent many of the ancient records of Scotland to London and demanded an act of fealty and submission from the nobles and landowners of Scotland.  This latter demand resulted in the most comprehensive
The submission document identifies three candidates who might be considered or confused with the head of the ancient Forsyth line.  We have Nichol de Fauside of Roxburghshire whose seal, preserved in the British Library, London on the original docu​ment was "a tree of four thick branches".  Nichol married the daughter of a Northumberland landowner, named Loretta, and nothing more was recorded of this family.  On the grounds of the seal alone, subsequent and contemporary Lord Lyons who recognised the "Griffin" as the seal, crest and principal charge of the Forsyths would not have regarded Nichol as the forebear of this family.
Our next candidate is William de Fauside also of Roxburghshire.  In Robertson's Index of Charters, it is stated that "The lands of Fauside, Roxburghshire were possessed at a very early period by a person who had assumed the name of the place as his surname.  King Robert Bruce granted to William de Fauside the lands of Greenlees which adjoins Fauside, forfeited by Sir James Torthorald".  This charter was confirmed by the King in 1320.

As far as can be ascertained, William's family had occupied the lands of Fauside whilst de Fronsac was still living in Aquitaine, hence if the "French connection" is to be authenticated, William is not of the family, the Ragman Roll bears no seal for William so that either he is not armigerous (i.e.  has no armorial bearings) and is therefore not of the Forsyth family or the seal has become detached from the original document and lost.  When a seal is lost there is usually a note to that effect and no comment has yet been found.  Whilst William's occupancy of the lands of Fauside took place before Robert Bruce's reign, it was customary as soon as convenient after his accession for the Scottish King to re-affirm, and in some cases, annual the charters of his predecessor.  After the War of Independence, Robert Bruce confirmed and granted all the charters relating to his predecessors and the start of his reign, at Arbroath in 1320 on the occasion of the famous declaration.
The last and most positive is Robert de Fauside of Edinburgh whose seal is reproduced here.  The emblem is a Griffin and if the charge does not have its wings displayed as depicted today, a reference to Fox Davies' Book of Heraldry will show an identical picture of the Griffin in the 13th Century which was shown without wings, as the head and talons of an eagle on the body of a lion.
In 1306 Osbert son of Robert received lands in Stirlingshire, the charter being confirmed at Arbroath in 1320, and it is this family who are regarded as the originators of the ancient family of Forsyth for it can be demonstrated on many subsequent documents that the charter scribes relied on the phonetic pro​nunciation of proper names for their spelling so that in the 13th and 14th Century Fauside, Fawside, Fersith and Fforsith were all of the same name and in some cases the same man's name would be written differently, charter to charter.

Much more study needs to be carried out before the French connection can be confirmed.  Study requiring endless hours of time and knowledge is necessary to reconstruct the early records of our family, but a start has been made and in course of time

we shall undoubtedly be able to uncover much of our early history and tradition.





WHAT INDEED IS IN A NAME





By The Chief
As the world appears to get smaller, not in physical size of course, but in links and mixtures with other cultures and races, there is a need to define ourselves, who we are and where we came from.  This is the importance of the study of genealogy and its newest companion DNA.   It is of great credit to Mike Forsyth and his associates that Clan Forsyth has embraced this modern scientific research, but as with its companion genealogy, we must be cautious in the reading of the results.

In the latter half of the 19th century genealogical studies became the preserve of the romantics.   There was a Clan Chief who had his genealogical tree drawn up to show he was a direct descendant of Adam.  Others would relate themselves to the nobility of Europe with spurious claims based on unsupported genealogy.  Charles Edward Stuart, ‘Bonny Prince Charlie’ has several claimants to be his descendants and therefore rightful Kings of Scotland, but none have been able to produce documentary verification, so they continue to dream on.  Yes, I fear the Clan Forsyth has its dreamers too, one who claimed the family had 2000 years of history and was descended from ‘Forces of the Just’ a Norse mythological figure. As for the ‘Viscomte de Fronsac’ though this illustrious family once existed in Aquitaine, France, there is not one shred of documentary evidence to support the claim that was the foundation of our family.   This is where DNA will come into its own as a valuable tool to eliminate earlier fantasies, or at least give them some credibility, and make further investigation worthwhile.
The overall conclusion of the Forsyth DNA study is that the family is of Celtic origin but perhaps one should be cautious in equating Celtic with Irish, for the Celts migrated into Europe before the 4th century through France, displacing the Romans.   Their migration pattern spread to Britain, including Scotland, Ireland and wales.  This then is the basis of the modern day Celtic Union consisting of Scotland, Ireland, Wales, Cornwall and Brittany in France, a body who are dedicated to maintaining their ancient bonds and heritage with gatherings in the various participating countries.  Perhaps we should not discard the traditional view that the Forsyth origins are to be found in France.   In support of this theory we find the use of the prefix ‘de’ as used in France, in early Scottish documents, referring to Forsyths up until 1463 describing Thomas de Forsyth, Canon of Glasgow Cathedral.
In the latter half of the 13th century, Scottish Kings in a drive to civilize Scotland by the introduction of feudalism on the French pattern, gave grants of land to those of French origin who would settle in Scotland.  The traditional date for the arrival of the Forsyths was 1285 and the event that happened in that year was the marriage of King Alexander III to Yolande de Droux, daughter of Count Robert de Droux, whose lands were in the Limousin district just north of Aquitaine.  Yolande’s retinue took up grants of land and it is possible that Robert de Forsyth, who became a personal retainer of King Robert the Bruce, found his way to Scotland, and when following the death of Alexander III, Yolande returned to France in 1287, Robert remained to become a trusted member of the Royal circle.   This is an alternative to the de Fronsac theory but certainly needs verification.

Stoddart in his Ordinary of Arms quotes the arms of Forsyth as three cross crosslets fitche on a bend before his descendent David Forsyth of Gilcomstone and later Dykes was granted the Chief’s Scottish arms borne today;  perhaps they could be identified in the French Heraldic Armorials.
It is unfortunate that the early Forsyth name was confused with the distinctly separate Fawsides who also had settled earlier accompanying the Compte de Saye as his hereditary armour bearers.  Saye becomes the Earl of Seaton.  The early genealogy of the Fawsides is given in the 1890 Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries p370, showing them having settled before 1124 in Tranent East Lothian, the site of Fawside Castle and the local parish church, the arched doorway of which carries their Arms being three Besants on a bend, which is very distinctly different to the Forsyth arms.

The article on Fawsides states that Roger and William Fawside swore fealty to King Edward I in 1296, the ‘Ragman Roll’. They were of the same family having seals that show both a tree with four branches as distinct from Robert, who nevertheless seems to have called himself de Fauside as his seal shows, but this plainly bears an animal, possibly a lion, being his French crest and may indicate a different family, perhaps our own.  This is a subject of controversy amongst heraldic experts and had the DNA tests been available then, this could have been clarified. 

The Forsyth DNA tests have indicated 17 different lines which may at first sight cause dismay until one consults the traditional genealogical studies and realizes that these differences are caused by heiresses marrying on the basis that the husband change his name to Forsyth, which many were only too willing to do.  The first example of this is where the Rev James Forsyth of Tailzerton who was married to Marioun, daughter of the 4th Lord Elphinson, but there was no issue and nobody to inherit the Tailzerton estate.  Marioun’s sister was married to Robert Bruce of Airth, who had two sons, the second of whom was James Bruce who had inherited the small feu of Garvell in Stirlingshire.   By arrangement between the sisters, James Bruce of Garvell inherited the Tailzerton estae on condition he change his name to Forsyth, which he did in November 1675 on the death of Rev James.   There was issue including a daughter Rebecca who married Hugh Willison, a portioner of Cornton in Stirlingshire and he was also persuaded to change his name to Forsyth and they had two sons James and Robert.
This change of surname was not uncommon and in 1842 John Forsyth, an Aberdeenshire merchant, who was married to Margaret Grant, niece of Frederick Grant of Ecclesgreig, assumed the additional surname of Grant and the Forsyth-Grants became a well known family at St Cyrus Kincardineshire, where they continue to live today.

A look in the register of the Great Seal of Scotland shows that in 1642 a Thomas Cowie living in Struthers near Elgin, changed his name to Forsyth.  Another interesting case highlighted by this issue is recorded in a contract in 1666 whereby James Forsyth the son of John Fawdyde of that Ilk, purchased a half share in the trading barque ‘The Margaret’ of Kirkcaldy, a port in Fife.  James thereafter continued to be known as James Forsyth.
These few instances have begun to throw light on the apparent anomalies thrown up by the DNA studies.  What is the message?  Certainly that Forsyth is a name to be proud of with many seeking to join our greater family, perhaps not all are descended from one man, the original Robert, which was the theory of Sir James Moncrieff, Albany herald and a prominent authority on Scottish genealogy, though many would be through the female line. 

Science in the hands of Mike Forsyth is clearly asking the genealogists to lift their game and explain just how we all connect.  Though this is a massive task and the burden for those in the USA, Canada, Australia and New Zealand is to record your families now, for it will be so much more difficult in 200 or 300 years time.  Work continues in Scotland and Northern Ireland, but there is still much more to be done clearly outlining a purpose for the Clan Forsyth Society.

INSTAURATOR RUINAE

The motto of our Clan often arouses great curiosity and therefore it will be interesting to know that it comes from the Old Testament prophesy of Isaiah-Chapter 58, v.  12.  This Book deals with the judgement of God on His people because they have forsaken Him and served other Gods.  Isaiah speaks at a time when they will be captives in a foreign land, a time when even the walls of the city of Jerusalem and of the Temple will be in ruins and completely destroyed.

Running side by side with the note of judgement, there sounds forth the note of hope.  A remnant of God's people, who remain faithful in the midst of all the revolt and rebellion against Him, will one day return to Jerusalem and rebuild the walls of the city and the Temple.  What was once in ruins will be repaired and restored.

Here then is the background to our motto which literally means the restorer of ruins.  As to the date of the motto this is difficult to fix accurately but Sir Thomas Innes of Learney, the former Lord Lyon, considered that the correct Latin should have read "Instaurator Ruinam".  Hence we may find an old Latin bible with a passage in incorrect form that can indicate a date.

If any Latin or Biblical scholar has any views on this matter, we should be interested to hear from them, though ancient usage and the present Lyon's Letters Patent confirm that the motto remains unchanged.
SHORT NOTES ON THE FAMILY OF FORSYTH in SCOTLAND
The Family in Scotland "Stirling"

The first documented presence of the family in Scotland was the signing of the Ragman Roll in Berwick on 28th August 1296 by William de Fersith.  This roll was the instrument by which some 2,000 comprising the landed nobility of Scotland were compelled to subscribe allegiance to Edward I of England after the failure of Edward Baliol to defeat the English.

It has to be appreciated that at this time most of the official documents of ancient Scotland were taken south by the English and much of this valuable material was lost or destroyed.  Consequently there are gaps in the historical records of many families as well as the Forsyths.  
The next record is of Osbert, son of Robert de Forsyth, who received a grant of part of the lands of Sauchie in the Sheriffdom of Stirling from Robert the Bruce.  Osbert would have received

his charter after 25th March 1306, he fought against the English at Bannockburn and received a confirmation of his charter in 1320.  From Robertson's Index of Missing Charters, we learn that David II "granted the forfaultre of Osbert to Hugh Urrey before 1359".
Osbert's son Robert was appointed King's Macer in 1364 and constable of Stirling Castle in 1368.  The Keeper of the Castle was Robert Earl of Fife and Menteith whose office had the power of appointing the constable and janitors of the Castle.  Robert Forsyth died in 1370.
In 1364 the accounts of the "Customers" of Stirling were rendered by Fersith the Clerk who was probably Robert's brother and who was granted k100 per annum from the lands of Polmaise Marischal by Robert II.  In 1418 Robert Forsyth rendered the accounts of the Burgh of Stirling and in 1432 his son Robert became a burgess of the city and Bailie in 1470.  Duncan and David became burgesses in 1479 and descendants of this family settled in Stirling and held civic office until modern times.
Dykes - Lanarkshire

Before 1488 David Forsyth, burgess of Stirling, purchased the lands of Dykes, otherwise known as Hallhill, near Strathaven in Lanarkshire.  The ancient castle which had stood before that time fell into ruin and was demolished in 1828.  In 1540 the family left Dykes and moved to Inchnoch Castle in Monkland, Lanarkshire.  It was from this branch of the family that subsequent cadets established in Ayrshire, Aberdeenshire, Glasgow, North America and Australia.

Edinburgh

Although the first record in Edinburgh is of William Forsyth, Bailie of Edinburgh 1365, he must have been a burgess of the city from about 1345 to achieve this office.  Although the record of Osbert in Stirlingshire is of an earlier date, there is a claim that William of Edinburgh was a descendant and heir through one generation to William who signed the Ragman Roll.  William of Edinburgh had two sons, William, who become a burgess of the city in 1374 and Bailie in 1394, and Malcolm, who was a burgess before 1381.  William had two sons, William, who was burgess of the city in 1423 moved to St.  Andrews, Fife, and purchased the barony of Nydie in 1435, and John a burgess in 1397, became a Bailie of Edinburgh in 1425.  Thomas was a burgess of Edinburgh in 1439 and may have descended from John.
From Edinburgh spread many branches of the family to the Lothians, Borders and Dumfries as well as Fife, to Gilcamstoun, Aberdeen.  Ulster and the Americas.
Glasgow

That the records of the family in Glasgow are few is due to lack of research but this branch of the family was prolific.  David Forsyth who was burgess of the city in 1478.  In 1478 Dom.  Thomas de Forsyth, Prebendry of Glasgow, endowed the Chapel of Corpus Christie in the Cathedral.  There are continuous records of members of the family as merchants and burgesses of the city through the sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.  It was from Glasgow that members of the family settled in Argyllshire and Dunbartonshire and emigrated to Ulster, the Americas, Australia and South Africa.

Nydie - Fife

Nydie, near St.  Andrews in Fife, was a barony under the superiority of the Archbishop of St.  Andrews, Henry Wardlaw, when the lands were purchased by William Forsyth in 1435.  His son, Henry, was beadle of St.  Andrews University from 1456-1461.  In obedience to the Scottish Education Act of 1496 the family as barons and freeholders educated their sons
at grammar schools from the age of eight until they were proficient in Latin.  Thereafter they attended St.  Andrews University in order to have an understanding of the law.  In 1484 Alexander, the fourth Laird, was appointed Sheriff Depute of Fife and sold the family's lands of Foulford in Edinburgh in 1491.  Armorial bearings were granted to him in 1492 by the Lord Lyon Sir James Balfour.  Alexander died at Flodden in 1515, His grandson James married Elisabeth Leslie before 1520.  Elisabeth was grand-daughter to George, Fourth Earl of Rothes, and great grand-daughter of James III, In 1523 the superiority of Nydie transferred to the Earl and the fortunes of this branch of the family became closely tied to those of Leslie.  Alexander, the last of his line, died deeply in debt in 1608 and his widow, Margaret Bruce, in 1616, Alexander had been unwise enough to stand guarantor for William Learmonth, apparent of Dairsie, and on William's default the creditors took satisfaction against Alexander.  Descendants of branches of this family are believed to have continued living in Fife to the present day and are represented in the Forsyth's at Falkland who have a documented history from before 1607.  From Nydie, branches spread to Dundee and up the east coast to Aberdeen.  It was from this family that John Forsyth, first King's a Macer and, in 1538, Falkland Pursuivant, was descended.  Descendants are living today in Russia, North America, New Zealand as well as other parts of the United Kingdom.
Aberdeenshire

The movement of the family into Aberdeenshire and the north​east would appear to have taken place over a period and from different sides of the family, though very little research has been done to date.  The earliest record might be the sasine of Gilcamstoun in Aberdeenshire to David Forsyth in 1456.  He was believed to have moved north from Edinburgh.  His grandson died at Flodden under the King's Standard in the last stand when, surrounded by superior numbers of the English, a few hundred Scots fought with their King James IV to the death.  It was from this branch that settlement took place at Millegue in Banffshire and at Forres.  William Forsyth was Member of the Scots Parliament for Forres in 1621.
Settlement in the north-east also took place commencing in 1508 when Alexander, son of David Forsyth of Dykes, settled in Aberdeenshire near Monymusk where anciently his feu was known as "Forsithsland".  From him probably descended the Rev.  Alexander John Forsyth who was inventor of the percussion lock which advanced musketry in the eighteenth century and earned him a pension from the Crown.  Settlement in the eighteenth century from the north-east to the Americas and Canada is documented.






Conclusion

The purpose of this brochure is to indicate that the Forsyth family has an interesting history and to suggest that it is the obligation of its descendants living today to gather to​gether facts which can be compiled in a comprehensive and authoritative history.  In a feudal society it became the obli​gation of every man to subscribe allegiance to a chief or lord and, lacking a family "Superior", Forsyth of the Ilk.  Some time before 1580, the Forsyths fragmented as a cohesive clan vassals of the territorial chiefs lands.  In Fife, the Earls of Rothes; of Hamilton; and in Aberdeenshire,

or family unit and became from whom they held their in Lanarkshire, the Dukes the Dukes of Gordon.
With the passing historically and as a foundation to its objective of all of us name of Forsyth.

of a feudal society these links are interesting would aid the family to rediscover its past future through a Clan Society, an sharing links with or bearing the common name of Forsyth.
THE IRISH CONNECTION

THE PLANTATION OF ULSTER  
by Alistair-Forsyth of that Ilk – The Chief
A large number of our Clan members in Australia and North America, whilst Scots in name and origin, are, nevertheless, descended from settlers who came to their countries of domicile from Ireland.  It is perhaps helpful to try to put the Plantation of Ulster into this context and relationship with the Forsyths.

The first King of England to establish English Law and English institutions in Ireland was Henry VII.  The Celtic natives clinging to their ancient clan customs and chiefships, were supplanted by imported Anglo-Norman and English settlers who adopted Irish habits and speech.  The great feudal families of Anglo-Norman descent, who controlled Ireland in the Middle Ages, the Fitzgeralds, the Butlers and the Burkes or de Burgs, held their lands and titles of the English crown and thus in a sense Ireland became a colony.

In 1595 a great rebellion under Hugh O'Neill, Earl of Tyrone broke out, inflaming first Ulster and then extending to other provinces.  The uprising was supported by Spanish troops but in 1601, Elizabeth 1's army, under Lord Mountjoy, inflicted a crushing defeat on the rebels.  On the succession of James VI and I in 1603 Ireland was quiet but by 1607 trouble had broken out again and on being once more crushed the leaders, Earls of Tyrone and of Tyrconnell fled leaving large areas of forfeited lands at the King's disposal in Ulster.

In 1608 the plan for the Plantation was devised, the native occupants of Ulster lands would not be dispossessed but a sufficient number of colonists from Scotland and England were to be introduced to alter the structure of Ulster's population and thus make uprisings less likely,

The counties in the Province of Ulster containing these escheated lands were Armagh, Tyrone, Coleraine, Donegal, Fermanagh and Cavan.  Applications were invited from qualified persons for settlement on estates of three sizes, 2,000, 1,500 and 1,000 acres, 2,000 acres were to be held by Knights service to the Crown, 1,500 acres were to be held by knights service to Dublin Castle whilst 1,000 acres were to be held by tenure of common soccage.  A knights service required either the holder to appear in arms when summoned or the fee to finance such service from others had to be rendered.  Common soccage required the payment of feudal duties.  At the same time, grantees were required to build a castle upon their lands within four years and they, or an approved agent, required to take up residence.  Qualifications required applicants to be English or Scots who could be officials in State Service in Ireland, England or Scotland.  Applications from natives of Ireland were also to be considered.

One important aspect of this scheme was that at this point, all Scottish subjects of King James achieved equality of rights with Englishmen in the matter of inheritance, acquisition and possession or property or honours in the British realm including England.

The total lands available for plantation was some 141,000 acres, for which seventy seven persons from Scotland applied, 62 for 2,000 acres grants, 4 for 1,500 acres and 11 for 1,000 acres.  Some 10,000 Scots crossed the seas to Ulster.  The descendants of these settlers were later to seek migration to the Americans and New Zealand, lured by prospects of new lands and gold, or as refugees from the disastrous potato famines of the 1840's.

The register of the successful applicants for Plantation lands did not include any Forsyth families in the year 1608, and we must therefore deduce that those Forsyth families settling in Ulster at that time and there were several, did so as tacksmen or as guild craftsmen.  Following the initial settlement there was a steady trickle of would-be emigrants across the Irish Sea to Ulster and there will be considerable rewards accruing from a deeper study of the whole question of settlement in and later emigration from Ireland of the many families of Forsyth.
4
Sydney Forsyth Historical Background
CLAN FORSYTH - SYDNEY

The Forsyth families in Sydney consists of two principal groups.  One consists of descendants of James Forsyth who left London in 1848, spent several years in the USA, and arrived in Australia in the 1850s.   He worked as a sailor on inter-coastal steamers and on the gold fields of Bathurst and Victoria.  James brought his family out to Sydney on 1863.  He was able to purchase land in the area north of the harbour known as Willoughby, where he established a tannery.   Descendants of this family own and run Forsyth Real Estate, one of the largest and oldest real estate agencies on Sydney’s north shore.  Other descendants own and run Forsyth’s Coffee and Tea at Naremburn.  Several members of this family have served as Mayors of Ryde, Willoughby and North Sydney Councils.
The other major family group of Forsyths descends from Archibald Forsyth, who had been born in the Speymouth area of Scotland, and came to Australia in 1848.  Archibald established Australia's first rope works in the Sydney suburb of Waterloo.  He later served in the NSW Parliament.  Descendants of this family own and run Dymock’s Books, on old and well respected chain of bookstores in Sydney.  Annie Forsyth Wyatt who founded the National Trust in Australia, descends from this family.
The Forsyth family in Sydney is largely represented by the descendants of these two enterprising men, and numbers over 1000.  A brief historical record of both James and Archibald follows.  It is interesting to note the many parallels in their lives.
THE FORSYTH FAMILY OF WILLOUGHBY

James Forsyth was born in Bermondsey, London in 1818.     A few years later, his family moved to Newcastle upon Tyne, where he spent his childhood, and was apprenticed to his father in the leather trade.    He met Margaret Todd and married her in Newcastle in 1837.

Their first and second born sons died as infants in Newcastle.    Their third child, Thomas Todd Forsyth, was born in Leeds in 1839.     They moved to Bermondsey in London, which was a large industrial area south of the Thames, which had many tanneries and leather markets.    Margaret had seven more children, three of whom died in childhood.    Life in Victorian London was hard, and especially in Bermondsey, where poverty, illness and malnutrition were rife.   Pollution and filth were everywhere, and diseases such as cholera regularly caused waves of death

James Forsyth was one of many who left Bermondsey looking for a new life.   He was also a mariner, and travelled to the USA where he worked in the leather trade for several years, after which he tried his luck on the California gold fields.    In the 1850s, James travelled to Australia, working at gold fields in Victoria and NSW.  
In the early 1860s he arranged for Margaret and the children to leave Bermondsey and travel to Australia.   Margaret and the surviving five children (3 boys, 2 girls), arrived in Sydney in early 1863. 

James had a house ready at Parramatta Road, Chippendale near Broadway.    He also had a small leather business in Surry Hills.    His sons, Thomas Todd and John also worked in the leather trade.     Thomas established tanneries at Glebe and Parramatta, but was unsuccessful, mainly due to lack of water.   John set up a tannery at Ryde, which he worked for many years, until it too, had problems due to water quality.   John adapted the facility to a bone crushing plant.  John was an alderman on Ryde council for many years, and mayor in 1892.   

In 1869, James purchased 278 acres of bush land at Willoughby.    The land extended from McLelland Street to Edinburgh Road, between High Street and Middle Harbour.   On this land, he built a tannery,  at the current site of the Willoughby Bus Depot.    The two creeks which met on the property, assured a plentiful supply of water.  

The business prospered, and his sons Thomas Todd and Robert joined him.   They had show rooms at George Street West (now Broadway).     James retired in 1882, and lived at North Sydney on the site of today’s Shore School.     Thomas Todd and Robert continued the business, Thomas running the tannery and Robert the sales side.    Business continued to be good.     Thomas Todd and Robert built large two story stone houses in High Street, ‘Rosewall’ and ‘Tyneside’, both of which are still standing at 171 and  143 High Street.  

A recession in the mid 1890s affected many businesses, including tanneries.     The Forsyths, like others ran into financial problems, but continued until 1903 when the bank of NSW foreclosed to recover a loan, causing the partnership to be dissolved, and the business sold to Broomham Bros.

 James was elected to Willoughby Council and was Mayor in 1875.      Thomas Todd followed his father onto Council and was Mayor in 1882, 1887 and 1888.    Thomas Todd’s fifth son, Robert Todd Forsyth, was also a councillor from 1904, and served as Mayor in 1911, 1915-1918 and 1926-1927.    There was continuous Forsyth service on Council for over 60 years.     Robert Todd was the first Forsyth to venture successfully outside the leather business, becoming a real estate agent and auctioneer.  He was founder of RT Forsyth Real Estate, which still exists today, run by his direct descendants.   The Forsyths were avid lawn bowlers, and were involved in the establishment of St Leonards and Chatswood Bowling Clubs.
Margaret died in 1891 and James in 1907, having succeeded in leaving the poverty of Bermondsey behind and successfully starting a new life in Willoughby.    James had become a wealthy man and left over 30 properties to his grandchildren in his will.     James’s son Thomas Todd died in 1921, John in 1928 and Robert in 1917.     Robert Todd Forsyth died in 1939.

A nephew of James Forsyth, James Brown (JB) Forsyth, came to Australia in 1866, to join his uncle and cousins  in the tanning business.   JB eventually started his own tannery in Smith Street at North Willoughby (now Chatswood), near Eastern Valley Way.

ARCHIBALD FORSYTH and the Ropeworks 
Archibald Forsyth was the youngest of nine sons born at Garmouth near Elgin, Morayshire Scotland in 1826.  Reportedly he worked in railway construction and the timber trade.  He left Scotland in 1848 as many did at that time, to look for new opportunities in a new country, and migrated to Sydney.   When he arrived in Australia, he first went to the northern rivers of NSW to cut timber, especially red cedar which was in high demand.  During this time he and his co worker were reportedly the only white men in the Richmond river district.  
In 1851 Archibald moved to Port Stephens closer to civilization, still in the timber business.  This was short lived when gold was discovered near Bathurst, and many including Archibald left for the gold fields.   For ten years he moved between the diggings in NSW and Victoria.  
In 1854 he settled in Melbourne and married Sarah Corbett. Archibald and Sarah had eleven children the first six of which were born in Melbourne.  

 He was a saw miller at Apollo Bay for a time, until in 1862 he started Forsyth & Anthony, general merchants.    In 1864 he sold out and moved back to Sydney.  He established the first rope works in NSW at the corner of Bourke and Lachlan Streets  Waterloo.  Archibald Street, Thread Street and The Rope Walk in Waterloo commemorate this today.   His nephew John Forsyth arrived from Scotland in 1868 and joined Archibald as a partner in the business.   By 1875, the firm had expanded to include a warehouse and office in Kent Street and in 1876 established The Kangaroo Rope works in Brisbane.   The Archibald Forsyth & Company business became one of the largest rope makers in Australia.  In 1894 A. Forsyth & Co became a public company, of which he was Chairman until 1897. It became known as the Australian Rope Works, still run by Archibald’s descendants and operated on its original site until 1974..

Archibald’s wife Sarah died in 1876 but he was married again the following year to Sarah Emmet.  

In 1873 Archibald helped found the Animal Protection Society a predecessor of the RSPCA.  He was a magistrate in 1875, a member of the committee of the Sydney Mechanics School in 1878 and later a governor of Sydney Hospital.   He was an ardent bowler, like the tanning Forsyths,  and was founding President of the City Bowling Club in 1880-80 and a founder of the Randwick Bowling Club. 

Archibald became the member for South Sydney in the NSW Legislative Assembly.  He was inaugural President of the Chamber of Manufacturers in 1885.    He was married for the third time at the age of 80 to Harriet Walker.  

Archibald died in 1908 at ‘Elgin’ his home in Randwick.   
5 Websites and other sources of information
The primary source of information regarding Sydney Forsyths is the Clan Forsyth web site at http://clanforsythaustralia.org/    This web site contains an enormous amount of information about Forsyths in Australia, including photographs and other information.

The Clan Forsyth Society in the UK web site is at http://www.clanforsythsociety.net/ 

Clan Forsyth in the USA web site is at http://clanforsyth.com/ 

The New Zealand Clan Forsyth web site is at http://www.clanforsyth.org.nz 
Clan Forsyth Queensland has its own web site at http://www.clanforsythqueensland.com  
If you want to trace your family tree,  start with the clan web site above.  If you require more information. Please contact our genealogist.    
