FORSYTH PARK AT NORTH SYDNEY
 Forsyth Park is located between Bent Street and Montpelier Street, Neutral Bay. It has two very well-used sports fields, a community/childcare centre with its own toddler playground. There is an established community garden, a public hall, and there are walking tracks through the northern bushland section of the Park.
Forsyth Park Site History 
Aboriginal people frequented the bushland of this area and used the fresh water supply for thousands of years. The bay into which the water flows was called Wurru-Birri by the Aboriginal people of the area. Today this bay is called Neutral Bay. The successive generations of Aboriginal people had a deep respect for the area, living in natural harmony with the environment for many thousands of years.

The housing estates around Forsyth Park were developed from 1906 onwards, when the Park itself was actually a sandstone quarry. In 1942 large oil tanks were constructed. They were never used and after the Second World War they were filled in and the Park was created. Named after Councillor Robert Forsyth, who served from 1923 to 1943 and was Mayor in 1934-35, the Park has become one of North Sydney’s most popular sporting grounds.  The Park was initially named Montpelier Reserve and there was some dispute over the name change as Alderman Forsyth represented electors from another ward.

Forsyth Park Bushland
Forsyth Park bushland is situated on the corner of Bent St and Yeo St, Neutral Bay to the north of the sporting fields of Forsyth Park. The bushland is boarded by residential properties, roads, lawn and sporting fields. The total bushland area is approximately one hectare.  

The gully area that is now the site of Forsyth Park and the bushland to the north was very rough and not very suitable for building purposes= which was one of the reasons why the area was saved from urban development. North Sydney Council acquired this new recreation area in August 1931. At the time the land was covered in scrub. A watercourse ran through the centre of the small valley. Council proceeded to tunnel the creek through a large concrete pipe which today flows underneath the playing fields. These sporting fields were created and the land was levelled by the use of fill soon after the park was acquired.

The two former oil tanks adjacent to the bushland in the southern section are significant European Heritage items. These tanks are interesting historically for their role in World War II defence activities and their location in parkland. The lawn grown on top of these tanks provided camouflage from being located by aircraft.

Forsyth Park bushland provides habitat for native fauna including birds, mammals, reptiles and amphibians.  Barn Owls, White-throated Nightjars and Tawny Frogmouth Owls visit the area making this bushland site an important refuge as it stands isolated from any other bushland remnants of considerable size. Ring-tailed Possums are residents of the bushland and the Common Eastern Froglet (Crinia signifera) is commonly heard after rain periods adjacent to the creek line.

There is a lack of nesting hollows in the North Sydney area due to the lack of old native trees that tend to bear such hollows. Native birds, arboreal mammals and bats suffer from the lack of safe nesting and roosting sites. These creatures play an important role in the ecology of the vegetation communities of Forsyth Park.

Proposed Development
As of August 2016, Forsyth Park is about to receive an upgrade to the ramp from Montpelier street to meet accessibility standards and also has accessible public toilet facilities at the Community Centre. These features make it an ideal location to create an inclusive and accessible play space.
 Council has produced a Concept Plan for an exciting playground positioned above the northernmost playing field, where users will be afforded great views across the lower levels of the Park. The landform in this area is naturally terraced, allowing for a multi-level play space that ties into the existing landscape. The proposed playground includes activities that are visually unobtrusive but which offer fun and challenge for users of all ages and abilities. 
Located on existing open lawn to the west of the Forsyth Community Centre, with a steep vegetated embankment forming the backdrop, the proposed playground will have junior equipment including swings, seesaw, roundabout, and a climbing and sliding structure on the first level, with shady seating close by.
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