J B Forsyth at St. Marys

Nepean Times - Penrith - 21st April, 1882. 

Our Police Court. 

Tuesday, April 18th, 1882. 

Before J.D.Single. Esq., and Dr. Bond, J’S P. 

Mr. Webb, of the Tannery, South Creek, was charged, on remand, with creating a nuisance from his works to the surrounding neighbourhood. 

When up before, the defendant had stated that since the complaint had been lodge he had spent over 100 pounds in remedying the nuisance, and the case had been adjourned for the purpose of enabling the Government Inspector, Dr. Brady, to inspect the alleged improvements said to have been made.   This was done by him in company with Sargeant Fowler, and on the recommendation of the latter the Bench decided to withdraw the charge. 

(J.B.Forsyth, purchased Mr. Webb’s tannery)

Nepean Times - Penrith - 24th March, 1882. 

Nuisance. 

Matthew Webb was charged with being the proprietor of a tannery, situated at St. Mary’s, and on the 27th February, there causing a nuisance to the surrounding inhabitants.   Defendant said in reply to the charge that he had abated the nuisance, and supplied for a remand for a month to prove whether anything obnoxious to Her Majesty’s subjects now existed.   The case was allowed to stand over for one month from date.   Mr. Webb’s  surety in the sum of Forty pounds was taken for his appearance when the case was next called on. 

(J.B.Forsyth purchased Mr. Webb’s tannery)

Nepean Times - Penrith, 26th February, 1887. 

The tanning industries at St Mary’s are looking up immense.   There are now seven yards doing a fair amount of work.  Altogether these employ between 50 and 60 hands, and will very soon increase this number.   Mr. Farrel, of Burwood, is getting the big yard into shape again, and is also getting in a heavy stock of green goods, which will be certain to increase his hands.   Mr. A. Thompson is making great improvements in his establishment, and has just fixed up some improved machinery, and will carry on in a larger way.      Mr. J. Herford, who some time ago took Mr. Paskins’ old yard, and Mr. Forsyth, who has recently commenced in Mr. Webb’s fine establishment, are both pushing their business along, whilst Mr. Hamilton seems content to keep just moving in the same old groove.   The oldest tannery in the district is that belonging to Mr. Harford, sen., which has been established over over thirty years.   Mr. Harford, through recent ill-health, has handed over the business to his son-in-law, Mr. W. Carberry, who seems determined to keep pace with the times.   Already he is the largest employer of them all.   Mr. Brell is also a persevering young cuss, and is working up a nice little business.                                                  
Nepean Times - 6th July, 1889

ST  MARYS . 

From our own correspondent.

I have to apologise for not giving St. Marys a better show (as your representative puts it) in your paper  for the last two or three weeks, but I can’t manufacture news, hence the poor show.   It is with pleasure I note that the Nepean Times for the first time has expressed some little anxiety in regard to St. Marys.   However, for the future, I will do my utmost to give St. Marys its fair share of show. 

Last Friday the Mechanics’ Institute held their usual semi-annual meeting.    The most important business was the election of officers for the ensuing half year.    The officers are -  Mr. E.A. Harris, President; Messrs. J. Herford, sen.,  J. B. Forsyth, and Jos Sainsbury, jun., Vice-Presidents; Mr. E. Robbins, secretary, Mr. HJ. S. Wake, treas;  Mr. J. Herford  jun, Assistant Sec and Librarian, and I believe Mr. H. Soames has been appointed caretaker of the reading room.   The Institute Committee has decided to open the room three nights a week for the purpose of allowing the members to read the books and play games &c.  All the younger members hail this arrangement with delight.   The number of names on the roll is now 64. 

Nepean Times - Penrith, 11th January 1890 

ST MARYS. 

From our own Correspondent.

Last Thursday night the newly-elected officers of the Mechanics Institute commenced their various and multifarious duties.   Judging by the reports handed in, this society has made prodigious strides during the past 12 months.  The debt, amounting to nearly 120 pounds, has been clearing off;  this, I think you will agree, is a very creditable indeed.   The Library, too, has been increased, and has been more extensively used by the members - this is a good sign.   That parcel of books promised by Sir Henry Parkes (so I am informed) has not arrived yet.   I hope he will see this, perhaps it will jog his memory, the books are wanted badly enough.   The new officers are:   Mr. J. Herford, sen, (President) Messrs J. Downey, Jos Sainsbury, J.B.Forsyth, Vice-Presidents; Mr. E,. Robbins, Secretary; Mr. J. Herford, jun., Assistant Sec;  Mr. H.S.Wake, Treasurer;  Mr. W. Herford, Librarian, Mr. G. McCook, Caretaker.   There are over 70 members on the roll now. 

Nepean Times - Penrith, 21.6.1890. 

Mr. Holmes one of our steadiest and worthiest fellow townsmen, and a skilful tradesman to boot has ….. Lacerated one of his thumbs, while working at the Rolling Machine in Mr. Forsyth’s Tannery.   How the accident happened is not exactly known but it is feared that he will lose the thumb entirely, as on the board of the machine there lies, mute witness of the disaster the whole skin and fore end of thumb including the nail complete and ghastly and pitiful enough it looked, quietly telling of a good honest man pitilessly maimed for life while “ on duty”.   Singularly enough too the “skin” which he was rolling was one of those ragged comparatively worthless ones upon which none but a most conscientious workman would have bestowed a care, and so it was that he got hurt.   May the injury prove less serious than all his friends fear. 
Nepean Times - Penrith, 21st March, 1891.

ST MARYS. 

By our Own Correspondent. 

PICNIC. 

With the characteristic perverseness of Fate the Presbyterian body selected about the worst day of the season for their outing, and with the equally characteristic buoyancy of youthful spirit’s the excursionists gave glowing accounts of the fine day they had had.   “Only a few showers,” said they.  Oh! Rosy youth - they shades of life are soft and glowing, but the hard outlines of reality are sharpening and will limit the means of happiness all too soon to dream on ere the heat of day sets in.   There were two, shall I say slight, contretemps on the ocsasion, one arising from a “rough and tumble” between Mr. J. B. Forsyth and some of the boys, which resulted in a kick on the eye for the former.   You see Forsyth has some of the boy in him yet - happy man; and the other was a sharp attack of spasms resulting from eating “tongue” (so rumour has it) by Mr. A. Thompson who took one of the most active parts in promoting the day’s pleasures for the youngsters.    There are many tongues, the witty tongue, the busybody’s tongue, and lastly - as above illustrated - the griping tongue, the latter while it lasts, is perhaps as painful as any although its baleful effects do not remain so long as the results of some of the first named. 

Nepean Times - Penrith - 24th October, 1891. 
Honour to whom honour is due. 

We have heard a great deal, especially at election times, about what could and would be done for labour, but little comes of it after in a general way.   It has, however, just come to my knowledge, that one of our townsmen, to wit, Mr. J .B. Forsyth, a tanner, has in a quiet way, that reflects much credit on his good feeling, made the hours of his men 8 per day.   If my information be correct, it should not go unnoticed that Mr. Forsyth thereby has set a good example and gone forward in the forefront of progress has done for his yard what others have promised or fore-shadowed, and he merit’s the thanks of those friends of labour who so strongly and so sensibly argue that the laborer wants more time and less drain upon his physical resources, that he may develop his higher faculties and sender himself and his children better members of society and hence help to raise that society to a higher grade of human perfection.   Honour then to J. B. Forsyth the first employer in the municipality of St. Marys to adopt the 8 hour system.  Go thou and do likewise.   
Nepean Times - Penrith - 12th December, 1891. 

LOCAL INDUSTRY,
As has already been notified, Mr. J. B .Forsyth has transferred his interest in the tannery opposite the post office to our indefatigable townsman, Mr. A. Thompson.   This tannery is one of the oldest in the district and was at one time a most active centre of business, but through the unwisdom of its then proprietor it gradually decayed.   In the hands of the gentleman who has now become its owner it will receive an impetus which will no double rapidly redevelope its resources, as it contains some powerful machinery and facilities for an extenside output. 
Nepean Times - Penrith - 19th December, 1891.

CORRECTION. 

It was last week mentioned, that Mr. J. B. Forsyth had sold out to Mr. A. Thompson.   It should have been stated that Mr. A. Thompson had purchased the freehold of the property on which stands the Tannery of Mr. Forsyth, and also some adjacent cottages with two or three vacant lots of land. 
Nepean Times - Penrith, 27th August, 1892. 

ST MARYS. 

(from our own correspondent)

Retiring from business -- I hear our ex-Mayor, Mr. W. Garner, has retired from the business of butcher, which has now fallen into the hands of Mr. W. Morrison.   Also, that some time near Christmas we are to lose one of our leading townsmen, Mr. J. B. Forsyth, of Tannery (late Webbs), who is about to start business at Willoughby. 

Nepean Times - Penrith - 21st January 1893.

ST. MARYS. 

(By our Own Correspondent)

Tanneries:   Adverse to the present general depression, the St. Marys tanners seem to be exceptionally busy.   Mr. A. Thompson has the yard lately occupied by Mr. J.B. Forsyth in full swing.   Lorries drawn by a team of three horses and capable of carrying several ton weight, have taken the place of drays at the big tan yards, and continuous loads of splendid looking leather maybe noticed, especially on Monday, travelling to the railway station;  the teams returning with loads of raw material pertaining to tanneries. 
Nepean Times - Penrith - 10th March, 1894. 

ST MARYS.

(By our Own Reporter)
The friends of Mr. J.B. Forsyth, late of St. Marys, but now of North Willoughby, will be sorry to hear that he met with a very nasty accident the other day.   He was working at one of the machines, when somehow or other his hand caught and two fingers were taken clean off and a third was considerably damaged. 
