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MR. JOHN FORSYTH

Death on Tuesday

On Tuesday morning there passed away at the ripe age of 86, one of Ryde’s oldest and most highly-esteemed residents in the person of Mr. John Forsyth

Mr. Forsyth was of English birth, but was only a young man when he arrived in Australia, and took up residence in Ryde in 1866.  He established himself in business, and had obtained such a footing in the community that when the Ryde municipality was established in 1870, he was one of its first aldermen, and later occupied the Mayoral chair.  He was associated with the local School of Arts, the bowling club, and the Oddfellows and Masonic fraternities. He was a trustee of the Methodist Church, and also a trustee, and later secretary, of the Methodist portion of the Field of Mars cemetery, in which his remains were laid to rest.

The funeral on Wednesday was very largely attended. The Mayor (Alderman A.G. Greenwood) and Aldermen Chatfield, Macduff, Coleman and Miller represented the Ryde Council.  Mr. D. M. Anderson, M.L.A., and other members, represented the Ryde Bowling Club.  A brief Service was held at the House before the funeral left.  Rev. J. G. Morris Taylor, who had, as minister of the Ryde circuit in 1891-1894 and 1902-1906, been closely associated with the deceased, delivered an appreciative address.  At the graveside the ordinary burial service was conducted by Rev. W. G. Willard, assisted by Rev J. E. Curruthers, D.D., whose acquaintance with Mr. Forsyth dated back for half a century.
Mr. Forsyth having been a Mason of very old standing, a Past Master of the Ryde Lodge, and an active member of the Ryde and West Ryde Lodges, he was accorded a Masonic funeral, and at the close of the burial service, the members of the order gathered around whilst Mr. William Thompson, P.M.W.G.M. conducted the service appointed by the craft.  Mr. Forsyth was also a member of Orange lodges of various degrees, and the burial service of that order was conducted by Mr. H. R. Russell.

Members of the M.U.I.O.O.F. were also present to pay a tribute to the memory of their departed fellow member.

Mrs.  Forsyth had predeceased her husband about 19 years.  A family of three sons and five daughters, as well as a large circle of relatives, are left to mourn their loss.
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John Forsyth was Mayor of Ryde in 1892.

