Thomas George Richardson
 (1883-1966)

Alderman Lidcombe Council (1933-51, Deputy Mayor 1943-46)
Lidcombe RSL
Lidcombe Bowling Club
Lidcombe Cricket Club
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Born at North Sydney in the house of his grandfather James Forsyth (1818), sadly Thomas lost both his parent before he reached the age of five.   His mother Sarah, who had been born in Bermondsey, and father James Christmas Richardson both died of tuberculosis barely a year apart.  
Thomas was raised by his aunt Margaret Coulter (nee Forsyth) in the North Sydney house with grandfather James.    He survived and thrived as evidenced in the obituary information from the Lidcombe newspaper below.
Titled the grand old gentleman of Lidcombe, he had served as an alderman on Lidcombe Council for 19 years between 1933 and 1951, and been Deputy Mayor from 1943 to 1946.   He was a foundation member of the Lidcombe RSL from 1927, and an honoured life member and trustee.  He was also a life member of Lidcombe Bowling Club, and honorary Vice President of Lidcombe Cricket Club.   He was involved in most charities and projects associated with Lidcombe.  
He had been gassed in WW I, but survived.  He was well known for his welfare work with returned serviceman during the depression and also ‘comfort funds’ during WW II.    The RSL statement said ‘Tom was the most respected man in our organisation and the municipality.’    
